
School prospectus  

and h andbook for parents  

Bringing learning to life  





Camp Primary and Nursery School Prospectus     

Welcome  
Camp is a small, friendly community school offering a distinctive 

and diverse education to children in St. Albans . What makes 

Camp different? We  would highlight three things.  

Firstly we are able to provide continuity : covering the complete 

Na tional Curriculum from the Foundation Stage in the Nursery and 

Reception classes, to the end of Key Stage Two and readiness for 

secondary school. This means that we can ensure each child has  

a  seamless and coherent learning experience from the age of 

three  through to eleven.  

Secondly, we encourage children to develop their natural 

creativity . We provide opportunities for them to experience and 

develop a wide range of interests and skills through dance, 

drama, musi c and a variety of visual arts.  

Finally, we work closely with the local community , encouraging 

parents into school to learn alongside their children through a 

variety of innovative projects, and through a wide range of 

partnerships in education and the arts.  

We hope that this prospectus will answe r your questions about 

Camp School, but if you would like more information or have any 

further questions please do come and ask us.   

 

Louise Cornock   Tim Powell 

Head  Teacher   Chair of Governors  
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Our aims  
At Camp School we are committed to promoting the highest possible levels of 

achievement for all members of our school community, to valuing all learners 

equally and to developing within our children an enthusiasm for learning.  

We want our children to leave school fully literate and numer ate, with a love 

of books and a positive perception of themselves as learners, recognising 

their own potential in social, emotional and academic terms.  

As a staff, we work in a collaborative way to ensure the development of a 

curriculum that is broad, bala nced and relevant, with clear progression and 

continuity, and focused on clear learning objectives.  

We aim to:  

¶ Encourage children to develop independent learning skills and to 

promote self -esteem through success in a positive learning environment  

¶ Make our teaching stimulating, focused and challenging, taking into 

account the age, gender, interests and experiences of the children  

¶ Maintain a rigorous equality of opportunity and a mutual respect amongst 

all members of the school community  

¶ Develop within the ch ildren positive attitudes towards each other and 

encourage them to build rewarding relationships with peers and adults 

alike  

¶ Work in partnership with parents in the education of their children and 

encourage their involvement and support  

¶ Foster an ethos whi ch is purposeful, ambitious and confident whilst 

maintaining a friendly, pleasant and approachable atmosphere  

¶ Encourage children to be happy, confident, tolerant and caring  

¶ Make our school as welcoming as possible - to children and adults alike  

¶ Ensure our physical environment is attractive, well cared for, clean, safe 

and well maintained  
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Our vision statement  tries to condense our aspirations for Camp School into a 

few words. You will see it displayed around the school, reflected in the 

contents of this d ocument, and being put into practice in the school's work.  

 

 

 

Our vision statement  

We want Camp to beé 

§ A centre of educational excellence with high 

expectations for all.  

§ An environment where children and staff 

engage in learning with passion and 

enjoyment, and achieve their full potential.  

§ A community school that provides creative 

opportunities to support pupilsõ intellectual, 

social, emotional and cultural development.  

§ A school where we actively celebrate diversity 

an d show respect for each other and the 

wider world.  
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Continuity  
At Camp School we teach the whole National Curriculum from the beginning 

of Foundation Stage through to the end of Key Stage Two. We provide a 

broad, balanced and well - integrated c urriculum that ensures continuity and 

progression from Nursery to Year Six.  

This close integration of the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One is one of 

the distinctive features that Camp School has to offer local parents and 

children.  

Here is a brief guide  to what your child will be learning in the different stages 

of the National Curriculum.  

The Foundation Stage  is a framework for your child's learning in 

Nursery or Reception class.  The curriculum is divided into areas 

of learning:  

Prime areas:  

¶ Personal,  social and emotional development  

¶ Communication and language  

¶ Physical development  

Specific areas:  

¶ Literacy  

¶ Mathematics  

¶ Understanding of the world  

¶ Expressive arts and design  
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In their report published in July 2014, 

Ofsted said of the Foundation Stage 

ôTeaching in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage is good. The 

skilled practitioners work 

collaborativel y  together and adapt 

the ir planning according to the 

childrenõs needs and interests. The 

children are very focused during 

their independent time and learn 

new skills well.õ 

 

 

Children arrive in school with a wide variety of pre -school experiences. Some 

will have been a playgroup, some not. They will come from different families, 

each with their own interests, hobbies and family arrangements. Throughout 

the Foundation Stage we will build up a 

record of your childõs achievements in 

each of these curriculum areas, based 

on our  day -to -day observations . We will 

use this to gauge your childõs 

development and understanding  and 

to ensure effective teaching and 

learning.  

At the end of the final year of the Foundation Stage, we will discuss your 

childõs progress and achievements with you, and with your childõs Year 1 

teacher, to ensure the best possible transition to Key Stage One . 

 

Camp School was awarded the Hertfordshire Quality Standards accreditation 

(HQS) in December 2012. The HQS award recognises the quality of our early 

years practice and provision. It is a scheme that allows early years 

practitioners and providers the opportunity to reflect on practice in 

consultatio n with parents, children and the wider school community in order 

to grow and develop services.  
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The Ofsted report published in July 

2014 stated that ôThe schoolõs 

curriculum excites pupilsõ interests 

and keenness to learn; as a result 

standards are rising further. Pupils 

are provided with a range of 

exciting and varied opportunities 

that make them want to come to 

school. The curriculum promotes 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development ver y well.õ 

 

 

  
Building on the Foundation Stage, Key Stage One  covers the period 

beginning with the year in which your child becomes six and ends with the 

school year in which most children in the class reach the age of seven. This is 

followed by Key Stage Two,  which ends in the school year in which the 

majority of pupils attain the age of 11. Once again, the continuity that Camp 

School offers means that children move e asily from one stage to the next 

without the disruptions such as a change of school.  

 

 

The curriculum throughout these two stages is divided 

into Core subjects:  

¶ English (also called Literacy)  

¶ Mathematics  

¶ Science  

and Foundation subjects : 

¶ Geography  

¶ History 

¶ Art & Design  

¶ Music   

¶ Computing  

¶ Design & 

Technology (D&T)  

¶ Physical Education 

(PE) 

¶ Religious Education (RE)  

¶ Modern Foreign Language (Key Stage 2 only)  

plus an Additional subject : 

¶ Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education 

(PSHCe) 

We assess each c hildõs learning using a range of professional tools. Teacher 

Assessments in English, Mathematics and Science are completed at the end 

of Key Stage One , supported by the results of Standardised Assessment Tasks 

(SATs) in English and Mathematics . At the end of Key Stage Two, there are 

also Standardised Assessment Tasks (SATs) in English and Mathematics.  
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Creativity  
At Camp School we take particular pride in our achievements in the arts. We 

extend and enrich the National Curriculum by providing oppo rtunities for 

children to experience and develop a wide range of interests and skills 

through dance, drama, music and a variety of visual arts.  

The school has excellent arts facilities, including its own kiln, and we are able 

to offer a wide variety of exp eriences for both the children in the school and 

the wider community. In the past few years, the school has fostered a number 

of community projects in areas such as textiles and ceramics including a felt -

making day involving children from Nursery to Year 6  in making a large wall 

display on the theme of Mother Earth, and a community project, based in the 

school, to create a large embroidered banner for display in a national touring 

exhibition.  

In 2013 the school took part in an art project which aimed to kee p the legacy 

of the London Olympic Games, the Olympic Torch Relay and Paralympic 

Flame, alive in St Albans. This project was set up by the St Albans Arts Team 

and St Albans District Council.  Working with a local artist, p upils from 

Reception to Year 6 took  part in workshops to transform kilometres of Olympic 

branded bunting into innovative structures. These creations ensured the 

memories and inspiration of London 2012 remains with us, and used materials 

that are 100% recycled.  

 

Camp School has a long -standi ng reputation for dance . 

The after -school Dance Club meets weekly and teaches 

modern dance. Dance Club has performed at a number 

of local events, including the Big Dance Hertfordshire 

event in 2010 where performances by a professional 

dance company and  local dance groups took place in 

the Alban Arena and other venues around St Albans.  

A group of dancers from Camp took part in Velocity 

2010, a showcase of local schoolsõ dance talent, at the 

Sandpit Theatre in Sandringham School. The group 

performed a piece  on the topic of climate change. 

Camp was the only primary school in St Albans invited to 

take part.  
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In drama , as well as its own performances which take place at the end of 

each term, the school works also closely with the internationally recognised 

Trestle Theatre Company, which is based in St 

Albans. Many children from Camp School attend 

after -school lessons at the Trestle Young Personõs 

Theatre and we have hosted mask workshops run by 

Trestle in the school.  

The school has a strong commitment to music  education within and beyond 

the National Curriculum. We have a very successful school choir and, in 

recent years, a group of children from Camp School have sung in the Alban 

Arena as part of the St Albans Schools Music Festival.  In January 2013 our 

fabu lous choir sang in a c oncert at the O 2 arena in London. The ôYoung 

Voicesõ concert at the O2 involved school choirs from across the country, as 

well as the world famous African Childrenõs Choir.  They also alongside many 

other Hertfordshire Schools at the Hertfordshire Schoolsõ Gala at The Royal 

Albert Hall in March  2014, and alongside school choirs from across the country 

at Wembley Arena in March 2015.  

There are opportunities for children to learn to play a range of instruments, 

including guitar, violin a nd trumpet, and tuition on other instruments can be 

arranged in liaison with the Hertfordshire Music Service. The schoolõs end-of -

year performances often combine music, dance and drama to give children 

a chance to demonstrate their confidence and skills.  
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Community  
At Camp School we work closely with the local community, encouraging 

parents into school to learn alongside their children through a variety of 

innovative projects, and through a wide range of partnerships in education 

and the arts. We also val ue and encourage learning beyond the classroom 

and seek opportunities to extend and enhance the standard curriculum.  

Camp School plays an active role in the Alban Way Community Network, a 

consortium of local schools, which allows us to offer a range of lea rning 

opportunities within and beyond the school.  

The school has fostered a number of community projects over recent years 

including:  

A family learning project called ôBuilding Blocksõ, supporting 

parents and children in the early years, including 

interg enerational workshops on early Literacy and Mathematics 

development.  

Our ôbuddy partnershipsõ scheme provides Reception children 

with a Year 5 partner to be a mentor and playmate.  

 

 
  Courses run in conjunction with Oaklands College  

to teach basic lap top computer skills to local parents. Our computer 

suite, which has allowed us to run community IT projects as well as 

provide whole -class IT teaching facilities for the children.  

 
 Workshops on key aspects of the primary curriculum  ñ  

such as Reading, Phonics, Grammar and Maths ñ to ensure parents 

understand how these subjects are taught in school and what they 

can do to support their child to succeed in each of these areas.  

 

 
 

 

We have lived up to our Eco -School credentials by renovating our 

much loved pond. The project involved children from our Eco -

Committee, staff and parents. The pond has a new li ner and cover 

and the population of over 100 Smooth Newts were transferred from 

the old pond to their newly lined home.  

 
 

 Our Greens pace project helps to maintain and develop  our school 

allotment , which is located  within the school grounds and used by 

children and parents. The allotment provides  an environmentally 

sustainable and exciting outdoor learning space . In 2015 we 

participated in the ôSt Albans in Bloomõ project.   

 

http://camp.herts.sch.uk/assets/pond-2.jpg
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The Ofsted report published in 

October 2010 stated that the 

school ôhas established 

excellent partnership with 

parents and carers, engaging  
them successf ully in all aspects of its work.  
Pupils thoroughly enjoy attending this 

school.õ 

 

 
Camp School established a relationship with Nolufefe School in Maclear,  South 

Africa  after a member of our staff  spent five weeks working with teachers in the 

school with funding from the Link Community Development 

charity. Since this visit Camp School has established a formal link 

with the school and we have also organised f undraising activities 

to provide much needed computer equipment and books. 

Another Camp School teacher spent time at the South African 

school as part of a sabbatical year and in 2009 there was a visit to 

Camp School by four teachers from Nolufefe School, f ollowed by a reciprocal 

visit by two Camp School teachers. Since then we have continued to fundraise 

for Nolufefe and hope to organise another teacher exchange visit in the future. 

The school has supported many other charitable causes including Barnardoõs, 

Comic Relief, Children in Need, The National Epilepsy Society, WaterAid, Cancer 

Research, Open Door, and the local Herts Young Homeless charity. Our School 

Council often takes the lead with these fundraising events.  

Camp was the first school in St Albans  to be awarded the Green 

Flag accreditation by the Eco Schools organisation. Eco -Schools is 

an international award programme that helps to embed 

sustainable ideas into school life and recognises success through 

a number of awards of which the Green Flag is  the highest.  

Camp School has a busy Parents 

Association  that organises fundraising and 

social events throughout the school year. 

Events such as fairs, quiz nights, cinema 

nights and parties have helped raise money 

that has gone towards a wide range of 

projects, including learning resources, 

school sports and playground equipment, 

and a library area . More details of the Parents Associationõs activities can be 

found on its website at www.campschoolparents.or g.uk . 

We also offer a range of stimulating and exciting activities outside 

the curriculum. These have included football and cricket 

coaching, netball, tennis, a ball skills club for Nursery to Ye ar 2, art 

club, knitting club , games club, gardening club, drama, cooking, 

art, cheerleading, fencing, dance and choir.  

Throughout the year we organise many trips and events. Each class visits places 

that link with the topic they are studying. Recently children have visited London 

Zoo, Walton on the  Naze , Mill Gre en Museum, The Tower of London, Knebworth 

House, Mead Open Farm, the RAF Museum and Condover Hall. We also organise 

family trips where parents can join their children on a day out, and children in 

Year 6 are offered a residential trip.  

http://www.campschoolparents.org.uk/
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Facilities 
The learning environment is very important to us and we strive to provide a 

stimulating and attractive space, both indoors and outside.  

The main building is over 100 years old but it has been greatly extended and 

improved in recent years to accommodate new techno logy and growing 

numbers of children.  

Built around the Hall, the Foundation Area includes the Nursery 

and Reception classes. Here the children learn in a bright and 

active setting that includes two well -resourced outdoor areas, 

allowing learning to take p lace inside and outside.  

Nearby, Year 1 provides the transition to Key Stage One, with a 

curriculum that continues the broad and balanced learning opportunities 

that have been introduced during the Foundation Stage. These classrooms 

also have an outdoor le arning space, and have areas for art, role -play, sand 

and water, as well as a quiet room.  

Adjoining this, there is another bright, semi -open plan area with two classroom 

spaces, a small room for group work, and a space for creative 

activities. This is shared by two classes covering Years 2 and 3 

where children complete Key Stage One and move on to Key 

Stage Two.  In the original part of the school building, there are 

three bright and spacious classrooms allowing a stimulating 

and dynamic curriculum to be provided to Years 4, 5 and 6 

classes, completing Key Stage Two.  

All classrooms from Reception to Year 6 have interactive whiteboards and 

visualisers installed and sound and lighting quality improvements have been 

made throughout the school to ensure all c hildren have a stimulating and 

effective learning environment. We also have a computer suite providing 

whole -class computer access in addition to the classroom -based equipment.  

Camp has beautiful grounds  that we use as an extension to 

the classroom. We pl ace a high priority on outdoor learning 

and are lucky to have various environments for learning and 

for play. Our playground offers space for both quiet activities 

and energetic games with a range of play equipment. The 

playground is bordered on two sides by a large playing field 

that is used for games as well as science, geography and art activities. The 

school is linked to the local cycle path providing a safer route to school for 

cyclists.  
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The Hall  is the place where the school community comes togeth er for 

assemblies and school productions as well as being used for physical 

education, music and drama activities. The Dining Room  is a clean and 

spacious room wher e the children come together to eat  their lunch.  
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Getting ready  
What can you do to 

prepare your child for 

Nursery?  
 

What can you do to 

prepare your child for 

Reception?  
 


