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Early Years Foundation Stage newsletter- Autumn term 2016 

                                                                                                                               16th September 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers. 

 

Welcome to our Foundation Stage Nursery.  We are so pleased and happy to be welcoming the 

children and getting to know each of them better.  We are sure we will have an exciting year of 

learning together.  At the start of each term we will be writing you a letter like this outlining the sorts of 

activities we will be doing in the weeks ahead.  We plan our learning based on what we see the 

children engaged in most at any one time, so we will also keep you updated every couple of weeks 

with more details about the specific topics to come. 

 

CURRICULUM 

Our theme for this term is ‘Once upon a time’. We will be reading lots of stories and talking about the 

characters, settings and events and relating these to ourselves.  We will also get to know each other 

and talk about ‘our story’ of our life and family. As activities will be based on the children’s own 

individual interests the specific content is planned around them.  The attached curriculum overview 

gives you an idea of the sorts of things we are likely to have on offer.  

 

As part of getting to know each other we will be looking at our favourite stories.  If your child has one 

favourite book to share we would love them to bring it in to read with the class.  Please make sure 

their name is inside it.  If we get lots at once we may need to save it for the next day.  We would also 

love to have any parent who speaks English as an additional language come in and read us a story 

in their first language.  Please see a member of staff if you are interested in doing this. 

 

NURSERY PARENT/CARER INFORMATION SESSIONS  

We would like to invite you to come for pick up 30 minutes early (11:00 for am children and 3:00 for 

pm children) on Friday 30th September for a brief talk explaining more about the curriculum and 

children’s development at this age.  We can also answer any questions you may have.   

 

CLOTHING 

The children spend a lot of their time in the outside learning areas and they have wonderful time 

learning through active play. On cold or rainy days they will still be offered the choice to be outside 

for part of the session.  Please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for all weather 

situations and has a warm, waterproof coat.  Please also ensure that your child’s clothing, especially 

if in uniform, is clearly named to avoid mix-ups. A spare set of clothes (including socks) should be 

provided in a separate bag to hang on their pegs should your child have a little accident!  We have 

a small number of spares for the occasional extra accidents and appreciate these being brought 

back in promptly.  

 

CRAFT AND COOKING CONTRIBUTION 

For craft and cooking money this term, we are asking for a voluntary contribution of £3.00. Please 

return this in the envelope provided. Please could you also contribute a box of tissues for all the 

sniffles we will probably be getting! 

 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

We are on the lookout for small or interestingly shaped cardboard boxes (such as tea, or cosmetics  

boxes)  and other recyclable materials including buttons, ribbons, bottle lids, or paper towelling rolls.  

As this year we have some children with nut allergies, we request these do not include any items 

containing these.  We would also be happy to receive any large pieces of fabric/scarves for play 
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and display.  We may also from time to time put out other requests for items you may have at home 

that you no longer need.   

 

THINGS FROM HOME 

The children often want to bring their own toys in.  As we have so many they could unfortunately get 

lost or get accidentally broken by another child, so please leave them at home.  Similarly, we 

provide drinks and snacks throughout the morning, so we ask that they do not need to bring any. 

  

PE  

Monday is our PE day.  If the weather is fine we may do this outside so shoes that will stay well on their 

feet, such as trainers, are best.  If inside, we take off our shoes and socks so Velcro is far better than 

lace-up trainers.   Please make sure that your child can move freely in their clothes on that day.  Girls 

should wear leggings or trousers and no tights please on a Monday.   

 

SESSION TIMES 

The school day for the Morning Nursery starts from 8:30am and families may come in and join the 

start in the classroom until about 8:45.  We finish the session at 11:30.  The afternoon session starts from 

12:30pm (with stay and play until about 12:45pm) and finishes at 3:30.  Please come into the 

classroom to meet your children at their carpet area. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

We would like to remind you of the importance of regular attendance and ask that you make every 

effort to bring your child to school every day and collect them on time.  If you arrive after stay and 

play you will need to go around to the front of the school and come through the school’s main door. 

You will also need to fill in your child’s details in the late arrivals file. Please telephone the school each 

morning your child is going to be absent from school due to illnesses or appointments.  If you are 

planning a longer absence in term-time please see the office staff for a request of leave form. 

 

FAMILY READING AND LIBRARY DAY  

In order to foster a love of reading and stories, each week the children will choose a story book from 

our class library to take home to read.  We will start sending them home in a couple weeks and will 

confirm the day at that time.  Starting after half-term, we will also have Family Reading time.  This will 

take place about once a month on a Friday at 11:15am or 3:15pm.  It is an opportunity for you to 

come into the classroom and spend time looking at the children’s learning journals and sharing a 

story book with your child. Parents, Carers, Grandparents and younger siblings are welcome to join 

us. The dates will be posted on the whiteboard outside the classroom as a reminder and are in the 

dates listed below. 

 

CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAY’S 

We like to acknowledge each child’s birthday. As part of the celebrating, we invite parents to bring 

in small treats for the class (such as a box of raisins or small chocolate buttons).  For children with 

allergies and other dietary needs, it is best that these are not home baked.  That way parents can 

check ingredients labels for their child.  If your child has a birthday on a weekend or school holiday 

please speak with us so we can make sure they still have a special day.   

 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

Finally, parent consultations will be during the week beginning 17th October. More information about 

this will come home nearer the time.  However, if you ever do have any queries or concerns 

regarding your child, please do feel free to speak to us and we will arrange a suitable time, usually at 

the end of sessions. 

 

KEY DATES FOR THE TERM 

Nursery Information sessions: 30/9  

Family Reading- 6/11, 4/12 
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Parent Consultations- 19/10, 20/10. 

Half term holiday- 24-28/10 

School photographer-7th November. Sibling & Family Photos also available 

Foundation stage Nativity play-14/12 

End of Term in Nursery-20/12 (Last full day) 

Term Resumes: 5/1/2017 

 

Please see our website for other school dates and events. 
  

Yours sincerely, 

The Nursery Team 

Diane Simoneau (Teacher), Jayne Burke Adams (Key Worker), Lorraine Reynolds (Key Worker 

Mornings), Samantha Golds (Key Worker, Afternoons),Mahmuda Khanom(Teaching Assistant, 

mornings) 
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