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6th January 2014 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Happy New Year! We hope that you had an enjoyable holiday and are ready for the busy 

term ahead. Our topic this term is Space. Details of a Stargazing evening at school for the 

children are coming soon! We are also planning a trip to a local observatory and 

planetarium later this term, as well as visits to local places of religious interest.  

 

Children will be studying the following this term: 

 

Literacy Fiction, non- fiction and poetry work. The children will have 

opportunities to explore, read and write a range of types of 

literature. 

 

Maths A range of topics, including number patterns, properties of 

numbers, calculations, measures, data handling and problem 

solving. As always, helping children tell the time and become 

familiar with using money is very helpful. In addition, helping 

children with their number bonds to 20 (such as 11 + 9 = 20, 12 + 8 = 

20 and so on) as well as learning their times tables will help them 

with their learning.  

 

Science Year 1 will be learning about ‘Pushes and Pulls’ and ‘Materials’.  

Year 2 will be studying ‘Electricity’ and its uses and applications. We 

will also be investigating ‘Materials’, their properties and uses.  

   

History The Moon Landings, a history of space exploration, and of the lives 

of some famous people associated with space.  

 

Art We are looking at the colours and colour mixing through a variety 

of different media.  

 

Design & Technology Vehicles, wheels and axles: moon buggies and other space 

vehicles. 

 

Music  Exploring pitch, rhythm and pulse.  

 

RE  Special Places, Easter 

 

PE  Gymnastics and Dance. 

 

ICT Getting Greative, using multimedia software and animation.  

 

PSHCE Going For Goals, Good To Be Me.  
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Reading 

All children are expected to bring in their reading books and green reading records every 

day. They really need to be reading at home every day, whether it is their school reading 

book or not, to an adult or older sibling. Please fill in their reading record when they read at 

home.  

 

Homework 

As well as reading at home regularly, homework will be set once a week on Fridays. This will 

need to be returned to school on the following Tuesday. This may be Literacy, Maths or 

linked to the topic being studied. Please encourage your child to complete their homework 

to the best of their ability and return it to school on time. 

 

Family Reading 

Years 1 and 2 will continue to have family reading every Friday afternoon from 2:40 to 3:10. 

We will be changing the focus of the activities each week, to broaden the focus from only 

reading. These sessions are designed for you to spend some time with your child in the 

classroom environment, as well as gain a deeper understanding into some of the activities 

we do to support their learning. Please feel free to come to as many sessions as you are able 

to.  

 

PE 

Children should have their PE kits in school. PE kits should include a white T-shirt, dark shorts or 

tracksuit bottoms and a pair of trainers to change in to. In addition, sweatshirts or tracksuit 

tops may be worn as the weather is cold. Year 1 has PE on Tuesdays and Fridays and Purple 

Class have PE on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Please make sure that all PE kit and uniform is 

named, to ensure children can be as independent when changing as possible. 

 

Attendance and punctuality 

We are, as always, having a continued push for improving attendance and punctuality. The 

school day starts promptly at 8:55. Your child should be lined up in the playground, ready for 

the start of the busy and demanding day ahead of them. However, if they are unwell, 

please keep them at home and inform the school as soon as possible. This will ensure that 

colds and viruses do not spread throughout the school.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, or need more information, please feel free to make 

an appointment to speak to us at the end of the school day. 

 

Class assembly dates are for Year 1 on Thursday 23rd January and Year 2 on Thursday 13th 

March. We hope to see you there.  

 

Many thanks for your continued support and best wishes for the term ahead. 

 

 

 

The Years 1 & 2 Team  


