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25th April 2014 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope everyone enjoyed the Easter break and that you had loads of chocolate and a special time with 

your family and friends. We have yet another busy and exciting term ahead of us.  Here are a few bits of 

information for you.  

 

Topics this term 

Our topic this term is the Dungeons and Dragons, with a focus on Castles. We will be learning about various 

historical and geographical features of castles throughout history and around the world, as well as various 

mythical creatures.  We will be visiting The Tower of London on Friday 11th July. More details will follow soon. 

 

Children in Year1 & 2 will be studying the following this term: 

 

Literacy Fiction, non- fiction and poetry work. The children will have opportunities to 

explore, read and write a range of types of literature. 

 

Maths A range of topics, including number patterns, properties of numbers, 

calculations, measures, data handling and problem solving. As always, helping 

children tell the time and become familiar with using money is very helpful. In 

addition, helping children with their number bonds to 20 (such as 11 + 9 = 20, 12 + 

8 = 20 and so on) as well as learning their times tables will help them with their 

learning.  

 

Science Year 1 will be studying ‘Growing Plants’. We will also be looking at different 

aspects of health, growth and changes. 

Year 2 will be studying ‘Forces and Movement’. We will also be looking at 

different aspects of health, growth and changes. 

   

Geography Environmental Changes, the local area around our school and how it can be 

made safer are the key themes this term. 

 

History How castles have changed over time, their purposes and the various activities 

that would have been present in castles. The focus here is about asking historical 

questions and using investigative skills to answer them. 

 

Art  We are looking at the elements of shape & form, and line. 

 

Design & Technology We are designing and making textile bags using a variety of tools and 

techniques.  

 

Music Exploring how sounds and instruments can be used expressively and combined 

to create music in response to a stimulus, as well as the musical elements of 

duration and pitch. 

 

RE The role of religious leaders in their communities, and religious ‘Easy Questions, 

Difficult Answers’.  

 

PE  Cricket, Athletics and Tennis. (Sports Day is on Tuesday June 24th).  

 

ICT Getting Greative, using multimedia software and animation. 
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PSHCE Relationships and Loss, Changes including Sex & Relationship Education.  

 

An important part of our curriculum is PSHCe (Personal, Emotional, Social and Citizenship Education), which 

supports children’s development in the underpinning qualities and skills that help us manage life and learning 

effectively.  This half term’s theme across the school is ‘relationships’.  The children will be considering the 

important relationships in their lives and some of the feelings that go with these. As part of this theme the 

children will look at feelings of loss, and understanding what these mean. Some children will have only limited 

experience of loss but others will have experienced bereavement and parents' separation or divorce. For most 

children it will be very valuable to have an opportunity to think about these issues. For some children, though, 

this might be really difficult – for example if they have experienced a recent loss.  Please let me know if you feel 

that your child will find this topic tricky.  It is obviously a sensitive topic and we are happy to talk in more detail 

about this if you’d like to. 

 

Reading 

Where children are reading regularly at home they are making particularly good progress so please keep up 

the good work.  Could you please make sure that children bring their reading books every day. Thank you to all 

of you who have been making notes and comments in the green reading diaries or have been encouraging 

your child to do so. If you have any questions or concerns about supporting your child with their reading please 

come and approach us or one of our team and we will be happy to make time to see you. 

 

Homework 

As well as reading at home regularly, homework will be set once a week on Fridays. This will need to be 

returned to school on the following Tuesday. This may be Literacy, Maths or linked to the topic being studied. 

Please encourage your child to complete their homework to the best of their ability and return it to school on 

time. 

 

Family Reading 

Years 1 and 2 will continue to have family activities every Friday from 2:40. These sessions are designed for you 

to spend some time with your child in the classroom environment, as well as gain a deeper understanding into 

some of the activities we do to support their learning. Why not come along and enjoy time on reading 

activities to support your child and find out more about the range of activities that we use to promote reading 

and a love of books. 

 

PE 

Children should have their PE kits in school. PE kits should include a white T-shirt, dark shorts or tracksuit bottoms 

and a pair of trainers to change in to. Please make sure that all PE kit and uniform is named, to ensure children 

can be as independent when changing as possible.  

 

Assemblies 

Year 1’s class assembly is on Thursday 22nd May, and Year 2’s class assembly is on Thursday 10th July, both at 

10:10.  

 

A special request 

As we are nearing the end of our time together, and helping children take that next step to becoming even 

more independent, we are asking that you allow your child to take responsibility for their things in the morning, 

such as carrying their own bags, hanging up their coats and putting their lunch boxes and book bags away. It 

is easier for the children to say goodbye to you in the line in the playground, rather than in the classroom, as 

they often then have to think about whether they are having school dinners or packed lunches, or putting their 

homework and reading books in the right places.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, or need more information, please feel free to make an appointment to 

speak to us at the end of the school day. Many thanks for your continued support and best wishes for the term 

ahead. 

 

The Years 1 & 2 Team  


