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Year 3 and 4 Newsletter – SUMMER TERM 2014 Friday 02.05.14 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back to a new school term! We hope that you had an enjoyable Easter holiday. We have 

a busy and exciting term ahead of us! 

  

Children in Year 3 and 4 will be studying the following this term: 

 

 

English Fiction, non-fiction and poetry work, using the Literacy Framework. The 

children will have the opportunity to explore, read and write a range of 

types of literature. 

 

Maths    Range of topics from the Framework for Mathematics 

 

Science Year 3: Plants, Animals (food chains), Light (shadows and reflections) 

 Year 4: Electricity, Habitats and Adaptation 

 

Geography We will be learning about Brazil, exploring the physical environment of 

Brazil and South America and focussing on the eco-system of the Amazon 

Rainforest. We will learn about human geography and the impact of 

deforestation.   

 

Art    Y3: Viewpoints – creating artwork which portrays a message 

                                               Y4: Brazil/Amazon rainforest inspired printing in artwork.  

 
Design & Technology We will be linking our Design and Technology to our topic of Brazil by  

                                               designing and making cards/storybooks with moving parts (Y3) and  

                                               creating sculptures using clay (Y4). 

 

Music We will be exploring the sounds and music of Brazil, focussing on Carnival 

sounds.  

 

R.E. Christianity & Sikhism: Sacred writings and stories 

 

P.E.    Year 3: Athletics (running and jumping), Outdoor and adventurous map 

                                                skills, swimming                           

Year 4: Rounders, Football, Athletics 

 

PSHCe               Relationships & Loss, Changes 

 

ICT    Year 3: Learning to code using Scratch (exploring simulations,  

                                                manipulating sound 

                                                Year 4: Learning to code using Scratch (Motion, looks, sound, draw,  

                                                control etc) 

 

If you have anything at home that may support any of these topics, please bring it in! 



 

Reading 

All children are expected to bring to school with them their reading books and green reading 

records every day, and should be reading at home to an adult or older sibling regularly. Reading 

records should be filled in when reading independently or with an adult please. 

 

Homework 

As well as reading at home, Literacy and/or Maths homework will usually be set once a week. 

Occasionally, other pieces of homework may be set as well. Sometimes long-term homework 

projects will be set, linked to a topic we are studying or about to start. Year 3 and 4 are now both 

operating a 'homework grid' system, whereby pupils must choose two homework tasks to complete 

each week. These need to be signed and dated by a parent/carer before being returned to school 

please. Please encourage your child to complete their homework to the best of their ability and to 

return it on time. As a guideline, Year 3 children should be spending 30 - 40 minutes per week on their 

homework, and Y4 children should spend approximately 45 minutes. 

 

PE Kits 

Yellow Class (Y3) will have PE on Wednesdays this term. Blue class (Y4) will have PE on Mondays and 

Fridays this term. PE kits should be in school every day, and should include a white or blue T-shirt, 

black shorts/tracksuit trousers, and a pair of plimsolls or trainers to change into.  

 

Swimming 

This term Y3 have swimming on Mondays. They will need a swimming costume, towel and swimming 

hat. Swimming goggles are only permitted with a written letter provided by a parent/guardian. This is 

a request made by the swimming pool.  They may wish to bring a drink to have afterwards. 

Swimming hats can be bought from the school office for 50p.  

 

Class assemblies  

This term the Year 3 class assembly will take place on Thursday 8th May.  The Year 4 class assembly 

will take place on Thursday 19th June. It would be lovely to see as many of you as possible. 

 

PSHCe 
An important part of our curriculum is PSHCe (Personal, Emotional, Social and Citizenship Education), 

which supports children’s development in the underpinning qualities and skills that help us manage 

life and learning effectively.  This half term’s theme across the school is ‘Relationships’.  The children 

will be considering the important relationships in their lives and some of the feelings associated with 

these. As part of this theme the children will look at feelings of loss, and understanding what these 

mean. Some children may have only limited experience of loss, but others may have experienced 

bereavement, parental separation or divorce. For most children it will be very valuable to have an 

opportunity to think about these issues. For some children, though, this might be really difficult – for 

example if they have experienced a recent loss.  Please let us know if you feel that your child will find 

this topic tricky.  It is obviously a sensitive topic and we are happy to talk in more detail about this if 

you’d like to. 

 

 

If you wish to speak to any of the Year 3 and 4 team, or have any worries or queries, please do not 

hesitate to come in to speak to us at the end of the school day. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Alison Rapson  Christine Haseler   

 

And the rest of the Year 3 and 4 team! 


