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Friday 15th January 2016 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome back to a new term! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable Christmas holiday. In year 

four, we’ve had a busy first week back; the children have been incredibly welcoming and have 

really helped me settle in to life at Camp School. 

 

Our teaching team this term is myself, Kathryn Finnin, with Leanne Stanton teaching one morning per 

week. Year four also have a number of support staff working with them: Kerry Olsen, Anne Dunlop 

and Caroline Minton.  

 

Curriculum: Children in Year 4 will be studying all subjects in the National Curriculum, and this term 

our main topic is ‘Walk like an Egyptian’ – a tour of ancient Egypt. Please see the new curriculum 

overview attached to this newsletter for further details. We will continue to ensure that our four 

curriculum drivers are at the heart of our curriculum at Camp. Opportunities for incorporating our 

drivers into this term’s topic can also be found on our curriculum overview. 

  

English: During our English lessons, the children will be writing adventure stories with a historical setting 

– our setting will be the Egyptian era.  We will be reading two texts to aid our writing skills through the 

unit; “The Plot on the Pyramid” by Terry Deary and “The Time Travelling Cat” by Julia Jarman.  

Throughout the rest of the term, we will also be looking at information texts and poetry. 

 

Maths: During our maths lessons, we will be focussing on a range of topics including; decimal 

numbers and how they relate to fractions, dividing whole numbers by 10 and 100 and using our 

knowledge of decimals to help record metric measures using decimal notation. Throughout our 

lessons, we will also be focussing on reasoning skills in maths and completing various mathematical 

investigations to develop these skills further. 

 

Reading: All children are expected to bring their reading books and green reading records to school 

every day please, and should be reading at home to an adult or older sibling regularly. Reading 

records should be filled in and “signed off” when the children read independently, or with an 

adult/older sibling, as this helps the year four staff monitor the weekly reading habits of the children.  
 

Homework Grid:  Homework will be set each week; this is a compulsory weekly task for every child. 

Homework will consist of a homework grid split up into various areas of the curriculum (Maths, English, 

Science etc.) The children are free to choose the task they wish to complete each week – please 

can an adult or older sibling “sign off” the task when the child has completed it (please refer to your 

child’s homework book for more information on this). Homework will be sent out every Friday 

afternoon and should be brought back to class every Wednesday. The homework grid also includes 

some really useful websites aimed at developing the children’s basic maths skills.  These can be used 

as frequently as you like on top of the grid based tasks.  

 

Number Target: As well as the homework grids, children will also be set either a multiplication, division 

or number bond target to work towards.  These will usually be tested every two weeks and new 

targets will be set when necessary.    
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Spellings: Spellings will be starting again in due course. The children will continue to focus on their key 

ring / core words.  The children will be tested on their key ring / core words every two weeks – this 

gives the children plenty of time to fully understand the word they’re spelling (including using the 

word correctly within the context of a sentence and being able to spell the word fluently). If they are 

ready to move onto the next colour key ring, the next set of words will be sent home with the children 

in their usual green spelling books.  

 

Other important information:  

 
 PE: Our PE sessions are now on a Monday afternoon and a Wednesday afternoon. PE kits should 

be in school every day please, and should include a white t-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit trousers 

and a pair of plimsolls or trainers to change into. 

 

 Year 3/4 Performance: The Year 3 and 4 performance will take place on Tuesday 22nd and 

Wednesday 23rd March 2016 (further details to follow soon), we hope that as many of you as 

possible will be able to join us for the performances. 

 

 Year 3/4 Egyptian Day: Towards the end of the term, to celebrate our topic “Walk like an 

Egyptian”, year 3 and 4 will be hosting an Egyptian theme day.  This will be an exciting day filled 

with Egyptian themed activities – the children will also be invited to dress up as an Egyptian (more 

details about this day will follow in due course). 

 

 Wobble the Penguin: Please do not be alarmed if your child comes home with a “pet” penguin at 

some point this term – this is Wobble, our new class mascot! He is very well behaved and loves 

getting to know new people.  Wobble will be sent home with a different member of year four 

every Friday afternoon for a weekend excursion. Please ensure Wobble comes back to school on 

a Monday morning, as he can get very homesick! 

If you wish to speak to any members of the Year 4 team, or have any worries or queries, please do 

not hesitate to come in to speak to us at the end of the school day. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Kathryn Finnin 
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