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Friday 29th April 2016 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome back to another new term at Camp School! I hope you have all had a restful Easter break. 

Firstly, I must say a massive thank you to all those that were able to attend the year three and four 

production of, “A Glint of Gold” and a further thank you for all your support with costumes, learning 

lines etc. The children worked incredibly hard to produce a play that they all felt proud of and what 

a performance it was!  

Our teaching team this term continues to be myself, Kathryn Finnin, with Leanne Stanton teaching 

one morning per week. Year four continue to have a number of skilled support staff working with 

them: Kerry Olsen, Anne Dunlop and Caroline Milton.  

 

Curriculum: Children in Year 4 will continue to study all subjects in the National Curriculum, and this 

term our main topic is ‘The Olympics – The Road to Rio”. Please see the new curriculum overview 

attached to this newsletter for further details. We will continue to ensure that our four curriculum 

drivers are at the heart of our curriculum at Camp. Opportunities for incorporating our drivers into this 

term’s topic can also be found on our curriculum overview.  

PSHCe: An important part of our curriculum is PSHCe (Personal, Emotional, Social and Citizenship 

Education), which supports children’s development in the underpinning qualities and skills that help 

us manage life and learning effectively.  This half term’s theme across the school is ‘Relationships’.  

The children will be considering the important relationships in their lives and some of the feelings 

associated with these. As part of this theme, the children will look at feelings of loss, and 

understanding what these mean. Some children may have only limited experience of loss, but others 

may have experienced bereavement, parental separation or divorce. For most children it will be 

very valuable to have an opportunity to think about these issues. For some children, though, this 

might be really difficult – for example if they have experienced a recent loss.  Please let us know if 

you feel that your child will find this topic tricky.  It is obviously a sensitive topic and we are happy to 

talk in more detail about this if you’d like to. 

English: During our English lessons, the children will be writing mystery stories during our “Take one 

book” unit; our chosen book is “Flotsam” by David Weisner.  Continuing on from this unit, the children 

will be looking at persuasive writing techniques finishing the unit by writing their own persuasive letter 

with an Olympic theme!   

Maths: During our maths lessons, we will be focussing on a range of topics including; formal written 

methods for multiplication and division, properties of 2D and 3D shapes including a focus on nets 

and symmetry.  Furthermore, we will also be looking at fractions.  Throughout our lessons, we will 

continue to focus on reasoning skills and completing various mathematical investigations to develop 

these skills further. 

Reading: All children are expected to bring their reading books and green reading records to school 

every day please, and should be reading at home to an adult or older sibling regularly. Reading 

records should be filled in and “signed off” when the children read independently, or with an 

adult/older sibling, as this helps the year four staff monitor the weekly reading habits of the children. 

Every child should have at least three entries per week and these will be monitored during guided 

reading sessions.  
Homework Grid:  Homework will continue to be set each week; this is a compulsory weekly task for 

every child. The children are free to choose the task they wish to complete each week – please can 

an adult or older sibling “sign off” the task when the child has completed it (please refer to your 

child’s homework book for more information on this). Homework will be sent out every Friday 

afternoon and should be brought back to class every Wednesday. The homework grid also includes 
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some really useful websites aimed at developing the children’s basic maths and English skills.  These 

can be used as frequently as you like on top of the grid based tasks.  

Number Target: As well as the homework grids, children will continue to be given either a 

multiplication, division or number bond target to work towards over the term.  The targets will usually 

be tested every two weeks and new targets will be set when necessary.    

Spellings: The children will continue to focus on their key ring / core words.  The children will be tested 

on their key ring / core words every two weeks – this gives the children plenty of time to fully 

understand the words they’re spelling (including using the word correctly within the context of a 

sentence and being able to spell the word fluently). If they are ready to move onto the next colour 

key ring, the next set of words will be sent home with the children.  The children can either practice 

their spellings in their homework books or their green spelling books.  

 

Other important information:  
 PE: Our PE sessions will continue to be on a Monday afternoon and a Thursday afternoon. PE kits 

should be in school every day please, and should include a white t-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit 

trousers and a pair of plimsolls or trainers to change into. 

 Trip to St Albans Market: On Wednesday 25th May 2016, year three and four will be walking into St 

Albans City centre and visiting the local market.  The aim of this visit is for the children to see and 

buy local produce as well as observing a real life example of market trading. We will be buying 

locally produced fruit and vegetables to use in a cooking session the following day at school.  

Letters, including more detailed information about the trip, will be sent out in due course.  

 Waddle the Penguin: Waddle the penguin, our class mascot, has enjoyed many of his home visits 

during the spring term and he has asked me to thank those that have taken good care of him 

and made him feel very welcome! Waddle will continue to visit members of year four over a 

weekend / school break; hopefully he will continue to be on his best behaviour. 

If you wish to speak to any members of the Year 4 team, or have any worries or queries, please do 

not hesitate to come in to speak to us at the end of the school day. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Kathryn Finnin 
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