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Orange Class SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER 2014 

 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Children, 

 

We have had a wonderful first week, with all the children coming back rested and very positive 

about starting the new term.   

 

We have already started focusing on our PSHE topic which is called ‘Going for Goals’.  The topic is 

centred around learning the skills to be able to choose and work towards a personal goal, with 

particular emphasis upon persistence and positive thinking.   

 

Curriculum: 

 

Our main topic this term is Geography based – The Elements - and the children are very excited to 

be finding out about all aspects of this and have posed some very challenging questions for us to 

answer!     

 

Literacy This term we are developing our writing and speaking and listening skills 

through news reports and advertising as well as looking at biographies 

and autobiographies. We will also have sessions revising the main genres 

of writing and focusing on spelling, grammar and punctuation skills.  

 

Maths A range of topics, including decimal numbers, ratio and algebra.  We will 

also be covering time, probability and further work on shape and space.  

We are also focusing on mental maths this term. 

 

RE  We are looking at celebrations related to key figures, including Easter.  

 

PSHCE ‘Going for goals’ then ‘Good to be me’ is our topic next half term. 

 

We are using a cross curricular approach to our topic for this term and we will be incorporating the 

Elements theme as follows: 

 

As Scientists,  

We will start by understanding the earth’s movement in space.   

We will understand that all materials can change. Sometimes the properties of the material change, 

but it is still the same material. Sometimes a material can be changed into a new material.  

 

As Computer Programmers, we will select appropriate applications to devise, construct and 

manipulate date and present it in an effective professional manner.   

 

As Historians, we will select suitable sources of evidence and analyse a wide range of evidence in 

order to justify claims about the past. 

 

As Geographers, we will describe and understand key aspects of geographical features such as: 

mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes and rivers.  

 

As Designers and technologists, we will design a product, fit for a purpose, selecting from and using a 

range of tools and equipment.   
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As Artists, we will develop and extend ideas from starting points and comment on artwork. We will 

combine visual and tactile qualities. .  

 

As Musicians, we will choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately describe music. 

We will thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined effect.  

 

As Gymnasts, we will create, practise and refine complex sequences including a full range of 

movements, such as: travelling, balancing, and jumping.   

 

P.E: 

Our PE days are Tuesdays and Fridays.  Could I ask that parents please make sure your child has the 

correct kit (including trainers for outdoor work) and that the kit stays in school all week in case the P.E 

day changes for any reason.   

For this half term Watford Football club will be working with the children during their Tuesday PE 

sessions. This will focus on a variety of different sports as well as learning about healthy lifestyles.  

 

Teaching Arrangements:  

Mrs Holliday will now be teaching on a Wednesday; leading the science and art for this term.  

Mrs Aquado, Mrs Dunlop and Mrs Back will work in our classroom at various points of the week 

supporting the children with their learning.     

 

Homework: 

Feedback on the new homework grids was very positive last term.  Parents liked the flexibility it gave 

over when homework could be carried out and the children enjoyed the opportunity to choose 

when to undertake the different activities.  We definitely saw an improvement in the quality of 

homework being handed in each week.  We are therefore continuing with the grids this term and 

have produced one grid that will work for the whole of this term. 

 

The expectation is that the children will spend one hour on 2 pieces of homework in year 5.  Please 

can you continue to provide support by ensuring that they have a quiet time put aside for their 

homework and an opportunity to share their learning with you if it is a ‘talking’ task.  If children are 

finding any piece of homework too difficult or they are taking more than the suggested time on it, 

please do not persist.  Simply write me a note to let me know.   

 

 

Finally, a date for the diary!  Our Y5 class assembly will be on Thursday 30th January.  Thank you to all 

those parents who are able to come and share in our assemblies – the children love to have an 

appreciative audience.  

 

I hope that this information is useful to you.  Please feel free to pop by after school any day if you 

have any more questions. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

Sarah Rowlatt & the Year 5 team 


