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Orange Class AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER 2013 

 

Monday 9th September 2013 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The first week of the term has been really enjoyable – everyone arrived back from such a lovely sunny 

summer break with positive attitudes and ready to learn.  I feel we have made a great start to the year 

already and all the children have settled in to the new classroom routines well.   

 

Teaching arrangements – This year the teaching team in Y5 will be Sarah Rowlatt, Garry Yee 

and Alison Holliday.  Garry Yee will teach the class for the day on a Wednesday with Alison 

Holiday providing support across Years 5 & 6 on a Tuesday and Wednesday.  Anne Dunlop, 

Maria Aguado and Debs Das are the teaching assistants that will be working with us.   

 

This year the Year 5 and 6 teachers will share the planning and teaching of literacy and maths, and the 

children will often be taught in groups that include children from both classes. 

 

Topics this term 

Here is an outline of the topics that we will be working on this term under the main theme of ‘The Tudors’: 

 

Subject Topic 

History Our main topic will be our history topic of The Tudors in which we 

will find out what life was like for people living in this era and 

compare and contrast this with society today.  We will also find out 

about important monarchs and key historical events. 

Art Our topic is containers which we are linking to the Tudor theme. 

Children will all have the opportunity to make a tudor clay 

container.  We are also working on improving our sketching skills. 

ICT We will be looking at information models. This will focus on the use 

of spreadsheets, understanding calculation tools and using data 

loggers to collect information. 

Design & Technology Next half term we are designing and making tudor rose cushions 

to develop our planning and sewing skills 

Science We will start with Keeping Healthy and then look at changing 

sounds. 

Music In music we will be exploring musical patterns.  This will include 

beginning to understand notation and how music is composed. 

PSHE New Beginnings – thinking about how to make a positive start to 

the new term and our rights and responsibilities 

Getting On and Falling Out.  This will involve learning about 

strategies that help us with our friendships and any conflicts that 

we may have 

RE We will be learning more about Judaism and Christianity - Looking 

first at creation stories and then light as a symbol 

PE Starting with Tudor Dance this term along with Tag Rugby and then 

football 

French Sessions will continue to develop understanding and speaking and 

listening skills.  The children have already been involved in 

planning the content. 
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If you have any books or other resources that might help with the children’s learning in these topics feel 

free to send them in (but please put a family name inside books so we can make sure that they get 

back to you!). 

 

PE lessons will be on Tuesday and Friday afternoons.  However, these days may occasionally 

change and therefore it is important that the children have a full PE kit with them everyday.  A 

PE needs to include: 

 

o a white or navy blue T-shirt and tracksuit top or fleece 

o black shorts and tracksuit bottoms 

o socks 

o trainers or plimsolls 

 

On PE days it is better if children do not wear any jewellery (including earrings). 

 

Homework  

This half term we are going to be trialling a new way of setting homework.  In Year 5 there is 

an expectation that the children will be completing 2 pieces of homework each week and 

that they spend at least 60 minutes each week on their home learning.  However, we are going to give 

you a list of all the homework for the half term and allow the children the opportunity to select the 

pieces they want to complete on a weekly basis.  

 

We ask that children select their 2 pieces of homework from 2 different sections of the homework grid 

each week and that you sign to say which they have completed.  Across the half term we ask that they 

have completed at least 5 literacy and 5 maths pieces. 

 

We hope that this system will also allow you to spread homework across the week if you choose to and 

therefore keep weekends or certain nights free when you may have other commitments.  We will be 

talking to the children about this system and will ask for both their and your feedback as to how you feel 

this is going later in the half term.   

 

Homework will still need to be handed in on Tuesday morning each week and the children will have a 

purple folder to carry it in, to and from school.  Please feel free to pop in and ask if you have any 

questions regarding the homework arrangements or the work that has been set.   

 

Reading will also form a key part of the homework.  Please encourage your children to keep reading for 

enjoyment and we suggest at least 10 minutes reading every day.  The children have already all chosen 

a book from our reading area to read both in school and at home.  They also have Reading Records 

which they need to keep updated and these will also be collected in on a Tuesday morning.  

 

Class Assembly 

Finally, if you are able to make it, we invite you to come and watch our class assembly on Thursday 24th 

October at 10.10 am.     

 

I hope that this information is helpful to you, but please do come and see us at the end of the school 

day, if there is anything you want to discuss.  We are all looking forward to a busy but enjoyable term. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 5 Team 

 


