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Orange Class   SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER 2014 

 

Dear Year 5 Parents, Carers and Children, 

 

Welcome back to the new term! I hope that you all had a lovely break and a chance to 

relax.   

 

 

Curriculum focus 

 

This term our main topic is ‘World War 2’. Children in year 5 will be studying the following areas 

this term: 

 

In Literacy we will focus on literature with a World War II theme looking at a variety of fiction 

and non-fiction text types. We will also continue sessions focusing on Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation. 

 

In Maths we will be developing our skills on a range of topics including fractions, decimals and 

percentages, measures and problem solving. We will also link the maths to our topic wherever 

we can. 

 

As Historians, we will use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. We will 

describe the characteristic features of the past including experiences of men, women and 

children in World War II.  

 

As Scientists, we will learn that all living things move, grow, reproduce and need nutrition. Living 

things need certain things to help them to do this and stay healthy.  

We will also learning that all materials can change. Sometimes the properties of the materials can 

change but it is still the same material.  

 

As Computer Programmers, we will become familiar with a visual programming language made 

specifically for creating games. We will also write a short film script around evacuation in WWII. We 

will film edit and share short documentaries.  

 

As Designers and technologists, we will create and refine recipes using our understanding of 

ingredients available during rationing.  

 

As Artists, we will show an awareness of the concept of Propaganda and consider the social 

context. We will look at the work of Lowry.  

 

As Musicians, we will look at a range of WW2 songs and discuss how lyrics often reflect the cultural 

context of music and have a social meaning. We will also look at the relationship between lyrics 

and melody.  

 

As Athletes and games players, we will develop our skills in batting, fielding and defending 

tactically by anticipating the direction of play. We will throw accurately and refine our 

performance by analysing technique and body shape.  
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In RE we will investigate the significance of religion in the local and global communities. 

 

PSHCe Theme 

An important part of our curriculum is PSHCe (Personal, Emotional, Social and Citizenship 

Education), which supports children’s development in the underpinning qualities and skills that 

help us manage life and learning effectively.  This half term’s theme across the school is 

‘Relationships’.  The children will be considering the important relationships in their lives and some 

of the feelings associated with these. As part of this theme the children will look at feelings of loss, 

and understanding what these mean. Some children may have only limited experience of loss, 

but others may have experienced bereavement, parental separation or divorce. For most 

children it will be very valuable to have an opportunity to think about these issues. For some 

children, though, this might be really difficult – for example if they have experienced a recent loss.  

Please let us know if you feel that your child will find this topic tricky.  It is obviously a sensitive topic 

and we are happy to talk in more detail about this if you would like to. 

 

Homework 

For the first half term, Year 5 will have a weekly task to complete on their grids related to their 

science learning. 

Next half term a new grid will be issued with some cross-curricular topic homework plus, of course, 

we will have songs and play words to learn. 

If you have any questions relating to the homework please do come and see us after school. 

 

PE lessons will continue to be on Tuesdays and Fridays. However, with the lovely weather we 

may want to go outside on alternative days, therefore it is important that the children have a 

full PE kit with them everyday, including trainers for outdoor PE work.  

 

 

Summer Performance  

Year 5 and 6 will be performing our summer show in July. Ticket details and timings will follow 

nearer the time. 

 

Sun Safe  

To encourage the children to develop healthy sun safe habits, please could they bring in a water 

bottle and sun hat each day.  You may also like to make sure they have their sun protection 

cream on before they come to school each day.  

 

 

I hope that this information is helpful to you, but please do come and see us at the end of the day 

if there is anything at all you want to discuss.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

Sarah Rowlatt and the Year 5 team 

 


